Agriculture Technology HARVEST Program
Saskatchewan Agriculture Sector Overview
Saskatchewan is feeding the world through its raw and processed agricultural products, making the province the
largest exporter of agri-food products in Canada and one of the largest in the world for canola, durum wheat,
flaxseed, lentils, mustard seed and oats. In addition to having and being recognized for the quality of its crops, more
than 300 food processors are contributing to the province’s value-added agriculture, bringing sales to $5.6 billion.

Saskatchewan is also known for its wide-open prairie landscape, so it’s no
surprise it’s home to roughly 40% of Canada’s cultivated farmland.
What’s more is that majority of crops in Canada is produced in Saskatchewan, with some reaching up to 90%. Being
located so close to these raw goods presents many opportunities, ranging from crop production to food processing and
beverage manufacturing to plant protein!
With Canadian National Railway’s (CNR) intermodal facility and Canadian Pacific Railway’s (CPR) transload facility
in Saskatoon, the province is strategically positioned to transport goods and services coast-to-coast, thus reaching
international markets.
In 2021, agricultural exports reached record total international sales of $17.5 billion, accounting for 21.1% of Canada’s
total agricultural exports.

EXTENSIVE INNOVATION AND RESEARCH IN
EVERYTHING AGRICULTURE
Saskatchewan has one of the strongest agri-science ecosystems in the world. Not only is Saskatchewan feeding
the world, but it’s also supporting global food security through the Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS) at
the University of Saskatchewan by developing and delivering innovative solutions for the production of globally
sustainable foods through research and new technology. This focus on global food security includes a $37M
Plant Phenotyping and Imaging Research Centre (P22IRC) and Canada’s first integrated Omics and Precision
Agriculture Laboratory (OPAL).
Moreover, Saskatchewan is in possession of one of the most advanced synchrotrons in the world, which supports
and advance game-changing agricultural innovation and research.
The province’s expertise in crop science and crop production, combined with innovative solutions and
investments from the Saskatchewan Food Industry Development Centre and Canada’s Supercluster, Protein
Industries Canada, will further bring more investment and opportunities to the sector.

THE NEXT DECADE OF GROWTH
In 2019, Saskatchewan announced the release of
Saskatchewan’s Growth Plan: The Next Decade of Growth,
which positioned mining as one of the drivers of growth for
the economy. In the Growth Plan, the province outlined several
goals, including increasing the province’s crop production
to 45M metric tonnes, value-added agriculture revenue to
$10B, crushing 75% of all canola produced in Saskatchewan,
processing 50% of pulse crops produced in Saskatchewan; and
growing agri-food exports to $20B.

INCENTIVES
•

Agriculture Development Fund (ADF) supports the sustainability of Saskatchewan agriculture by helping
develop solutions to emerging problems that affect production.

•

Agtech Growth Fund (AGF) is a research and development (R&D) funding program designed to accelerate
the commercialization of game-changing technological innovations in the province’s agricultural sector.

•

Product2Market: Value Added helps grow the value-added sector by providing support to small and
medium-sized businesses from product development to marketing activities.

•

Saskatchewan Advantage Innovation Fund (SAIF), is a research and development (R&D) funding program
designed to accelerate commercialization of game-changing technological innovations in the province’s core
sectors.

•

Saskatchewan Chemical Fertilizer Incentive (SCFI) is a non-refundable, non-transferrable 15% tax credit on
capital expenditures valued at $10 million or more for newly constructed or expanded eligible chemical
fertilizer productions facilities.

•

Saskatchewan Technology Start-Up Incentive offers a 45% non-refundable tax credit for individual and
equity investments in eligible technology start-up businesses.

•

Saskatchewan Value-added Agriculture Incentive (SVAI) is a non-transferrable 15% tax rebate on capital
expenditures valued at $10 million or more for newly constructed or expanded value-added agriculture
facilities.

Similarly, Saskatoon offers a tax incentive for businesses wanting to open up shop or expand in the city, which is:
•

Business Development Incentive is a tax abatement initiative that can include exemptions or reductions of
any city tax or fee waiving of utility deposits and down payments on land; and exemptions or reductions of
prepaid servicing levies.

SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS
Ag-West Bio is Saskatchewan’s bioscience industry association and bioeconomy catalyst, helping to
move research to market and grow biobusiness in the province.
Canadian Light Source (CLS) is Canada’s most advanced national centre for synchrotron research and is one of the
most powerful facilities of its kind in the world. Scientists use synchrotron light to study everything from the nutrient
chemistry of soils and the molecular structure of plants to pharmaceuticals and bio-industrial products. The CLS is a
critical tool for Canadian research and development in energy, health, agriculture, and advanced manufacturing.
Co. Labs is Saskatchewan’s technology incubator, working with startups committed to growth by navigating startups
from idea to $1M in annual revenue through 4 key programs: Co. Learn, Co. Launch, Co. Link and Co. Lead.
The Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS) works as a catalyst for innovation, opening doors by working with
academics, industry, producers, consumers and governments alike, bringing together diverse stakeholders and
innovative science to discover, develop and deliver innovative solutions for the production of globally sustainable
foods and address global food security.
Innovation Saskatchewan (IS) is the Government of Saskatchewan’s central agency supporting innovation in the
province, working directly with industry and external stakeholders to encourage the commercialization of research
and technology and to grow the province’s technology sector. IS administers programs, tax credits, and funds to
accelerate the growth of Saskatchewan’s innovation ecosystem and support the commercialization of research and
technology in the province.
Protein Industries Canada (PIC) is one of Canada’s five innovation Superclusters and works with private sector
industry partners to create co-investment projects that have the potential to transform the agriculture and food
production sector, securing Canada’s position as a global leader in the production of plant-based products and coproducts. The goal of the Supercluster is to challenge Canadian businesses to collaborate with other businesses, and
post-secondary and research institutions to create projects that have the potential to transform the food processing
sector in Canada, creating jobs and stimulating local economies.
Saskatchewan Industry Food Development Centre provides expertise and resources to assist
agri-businesses to create innovative products and value-added opportunities in the food industry, including
commercialization and market expansion of your product. The Food Centre’s line of expertise includes food and process
development, interim processing, extrusion technology, skills development, food safety education and training, quality
assurance, technology transfer and path-finding.
Saskatchewan Trade and Export Partnership (STEP) champions the province’s export industry and assists provincial
businesses in realizing global marketing opportunities. STEP is dedicated to increasing Saskatchewan’s export
activities while raising awareness of Saskatchewan’s distinct products and services, linking Saskatchewan suppliers
with the global marketplace.
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